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Gegapist, 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


FROM THE INTERIOR OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK: 
Black Rock, Aug. 5th, 1810. 


Before I saw this place, I had figured to my- 
self, an huge mass of towering rock, blackened 
by the smoke of central fires, and thrown, by some 
grand blast of nature, high above the surrounding 
flood! It is no such thing. The whole shore, is 
dark grey limestone, in ledges rising only two or 
three feet. We embarked at Fort Schlossar, or 
Slusher, as they have it, formerly a British depot, 
‘a mile above the falls, and arrived here, by water 
and land, before night; butas the tavern was full, 
we went to Buffaloe, two miles from hence, from 
which place I wrote to you yesterday. From 
Schlossar to the mouth, or, as the French better 
express it, the embouchure of Lake Erie, is seven- 
teen miles, the current not strong, and the chan- 
nel frequently deep. Here, there is swift water, 
below which, vessels that ply on the lake, seldom 
venture—a violent, and a fair wind, would be re- 
quired to carry them up again. There is depth 
of water sufficient for large ships, not only on this 
rapid, but to sail over the falls of Niagara! Facilis 
descensus averni: Heaven! what a launch it 
would be into t’other world! 

On the opposite side of the river, is Fort Erie, 
garrisoned by a subaltern’s command. To ap- 
pearance, it is going to ruin, as Mgt as the Amer- 
ican fortresses. Ifa work was necessary on this 
side, there is high and commanding ground, with- 
in point blank shot, on which it might be erected ; 
but we want no forts in the interior of this state ; 
our militia want to be better armed, and accou- 
tered, and disciplined, to oppose the British, 
should they ever be so unwise as to declare war 
against us ; or the French, should they, in making 
peace with Great Britain, receive Canada for 
something which their enemy may think will 
bring a larger revenue, and be more easily pro- 
tected. 

“Three brigs are at anchor above the rapid, 
waiting for freight. One of them, in the service 
of the United States, is now receiving her last 
boat load of salt, stores and clothing, for the troops 
at Chikaga, or Fort Dearborn, at the bottom of 
Lake Michigan—a distance of nearly cight huo- 
dred miles. The Commodore, as he was styled, 
(for we love to give titles to all men) who is a 
gentleman and a man of sense, informed us, that 
in the spring freshes, his brig might sail from 


Chikaga, over the swamps, into the Iilinois riv- 


er, and thence down the Mississippi, to the Atlan- 
tic! Ofthe truth ef which, from his character, 
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and knowledge of that country, I have no doubt. 
His brig draws seven or eight feet water, the 
common draught of the large vessels on the lakes. 
Speaking of titles, and of our fondness of them— 
I recoilect that a member of the legislature, 
being informed that the federalists had nominated 
John Jay (who was then our minister at the court 
of St. James’s) for governor, wrote to his consti- 
tuents, that the Reverend John Jay was to be e- 
lected. This was very well; but the fellow of 
the twenty townships beat the member hollow: he 
addressed his letter “ Tothe Rev. Colonel W , 
Chief Justice of the county of Oneida!” This, L 
think, as the farmers say, was a cap-sheaf. 

‘The Messrs. Porter, who have an establish- 
ment here, erected last year, on an island of rock, 
which is at the head of the rapid, a stone building, 
with walls from four or five feet in thickness :— 
the flood came, and not a vestige of the building 
remains. When Lake Erie opens in the spring, 
the ice comes down in immense masses, and is 
piled along shore to an astonishing height. On- 
tario never freezes over, owing probably, to its 
superior depth and breadth; for though Erie is 
from seventy to an hundred miles longer, itis not 
more than half as broad as Ontario—and its wa- 
ter comparatively shallow. Anchorage may al- 
most any where be found; the bottom universal- 
ly a flat rock, in the fissures of which, the fluke 
catches. There is no good wintering harbour, 
except among the islands near the head of the 
lake. The return cargo from the northward and 
westward, is small, chiefly fur. Several kinds 
of fish are caught in all these waters ; most of 
them ofan excellent quality ; the farther west- 
ward the greater the variety—eels are not found 
in Lake Erie: they attempt, but cannot climb the 
fallsof Niagara, at the foot of which they are 
found in great abundance ; and even in the crevi- 
ces of the rock, twenty feet high, the small fry 
are innumerable ; whether they remain there, or 
descend by Miss Gibbs’ ladder, is not ascertained 
—certainly they never mount to the top, or they 
would scull into the upper lakes. Doctor M , 
who writes on all subjects, has some theory re- 
specting the water of the lakes having once been 
salt, and supports it by the fact, that salt water 
fish are foundinthem. I have too much modesty 
to enter the iists with so great a philosopher and 
naturalist as the Doctor; or I should say that his 
theory stood on nothing, and that ¢he fact was no 
fact at all The black bass, which, by the way, is 
not black; the white fish, and others which I have 
seen, differ in the structure of their meraugo™ 
fish of the ocean, which in outward form they at 
first view resemble—and resemble in the number 
and situation of the bones, those of the salt water, 
whose outward form is entirely different: The 
Maskenonge, is nothing more than an overgrown 
Pike, and the Sturgeon of Lake Supertor, wants 
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the shell with which the back of the Atlantic 
Sturgeon is armed: but I stop; heaven preserve 
me, from pretending to be acquainted with sub- 
jects I know nothing about. Adieu. 


-————— j 
To tne Epiror or Tue BALANCE. 
Str, 


That part of the human frame, technically cal- 
ledthe Os Sacrum, is, according to the ideas of the 
Jews, the only member that is preserved entire 
from the decomposition of the body. Their learn- 
ed doctors assert, that this bone, at the great day 
when the body is to resume its original form, 
will constitute a centre of attraction to the vari- 
ous members that once composed it-—-A great 
political day is now approaching ; and Mr. Clin- 
ton appears as the Os Sacrum of the real aristocra- 
cy of the state. 

With respect to the collisions that have arisen 
among our antagonists, my opinion has always 
been uniform. Their fraternal contests and re- 
concilistions only furnish matter for derision and 
contempt, Let us leave these charming republi- 
cans in pretension to ma.%e up their differences in 
their own way, and march forward to the standard 
of principle erected under the auspices of Wasu- 
INGTON. = 

It has been frequently observed, that it is dan- 
gerous for strangers to interfere with the disputes 
ofa family. We admit the force of the observa- 
tion. Yetit must be conceded by every candid 
mind, that a family involved in perpetual discord, 
does not appear to the world in the most amiable 
and engaging light. e may fairly presume, 
that the members of tat family have a perfect 
knowledge of each other, and that their mutual 
criminations are not extremely remote from the 
truth. 

The Columbian, and the Public Advertiser, are 
both the same to me. fad Wortman and a few 
more, been appointed to office, the Public Adver- 
tiser would not have poured forth so many patri- 
otic invectives against the ambition of De Witt 
Clinton. For my part, I sneer atthe scurrilous 
altercations carried on in these papers, and appeal 
to the good sense of every honest and unprejudi- 
ced man for his decision as to their character. 
The persons under whose influence they are rese 
pectively conducted, have for years been the in- 
cessant agitators of the state. It is high time that 
anew system be introduced, which will secure 
some degree of moderation, and soften in some 
measure the virulent tone which political discus- 
sion has assumed: Else what are we to expect, in 
the administration of our affairs, but the proscrip- 
tive fury of a Robespierre, and the abusive inso- 
lence ofa Danton. ‘The order and tranqulity of 
socicty have been too long disturbed, to promote 
the selish yiews and perverted ambition of a few 
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aspiring demagogues. Policy, prudence, patriot- 
ism, call upon us to give an effectual check to the 
men who seem to claim a prescriptive right to 
controul their respective parties, and who imagine 
that they are exclusively entitled to the honors and 
emoluments in the gift of the people. 

Sir, we have been too long deceived by mere 
sound and appearance : But I am happy toperceive 
a spirit arising among usthat calls fora better test 
of political sincerity than loud professions of pat- 
yiotism and integrity. I now indulge the hope, 
that the sacrifice of importent public interests 
will no longer be atoned for with fu/img declama- 
sins about the rights of man. 

INDEPENDENCE. 


— a — 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


FRAGMENT. 


Early in the next century, when the Capitol 
of this state shall be tumbling into ruins.....when 
its stately columns.....its massy walls.....and, its 
wooden frediment.....with all the glittering orna- 
ments that deck its splendid halls.....shall lie in 
one undistinguished heap.....some inquisitive 
antiquarian will rake from the rubbish, the fol- 
lowing curious fragment of ancient history. 

******* Great preparations were made for 


the battle. The armies were numerous. L[n- 
thusiasm raged through the ranks. 
On one side was the army of De Witt. He 


commanded in person. His troops were well 
drilled and disciplined. Scattered up and down 
through the ranks, were thousands who wore 
the badges of office. All was obedience and 
subordination. Music—a Hand Organ. 

On the other side, was a true plebeian band— 
knitted together in a firm phalanx. No glitter- 
ing insignia of office yvaced the breast of any. 
Adl were equal—all zealous—all unanimous. 
They bore the standard of Washington. Their 
music was vocal. Every yoice united in the 
sound. 

On the left, and nearly equi-distant from the 
two great armies, another force was mustered. 
Their band was small at first; but they con- 
stantly increased by desertions from the ranks of 
De Witt. They would not fight for De Witt— 
nor against the Washipgtonians. ‘They stood 
on neutral ground: But still they would fight! 
‘(heir music was a Drum. 

On a signal given.....the three armies let fly 
a shower of arrows. The contest lasted three 
days ERK HEN HERE He HE HEH HE RHE HEH HK 
**** wore overpowered. 

The small army on the left had resolved to 
fire into the air. Away went their arrows, as 
high as the eye could reach: And then.....they 


turned.....and, fell ufion the heads of those who 
threw them. 


Gditer’s Closet, 


THE NEW ELECTION LAW, 


Which I this day publish, at the request of the 
Secretary of State (and which I should have pub- 
lished without such request) will, Iam apprehen- 
sive, deprive many freemen of their just rights at 
the ensuing election. ‘The grounds of this appre- 
hension are very fully explained in the subjoined 
speech, delivered by Mr. Mercein, in the house 
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cussion. Bills similar to this, had previously pas- 
sed both branches of the legislature ; but had been 
returned by the council of revision, with constitu- 
tional objections. ‘The opponents to the bill first 
discussed its més generally ; and afierwards 
moved to postpone its operation until after the 
next election, conceiving it utterly impossible for 
the free people of colour throughout the state, to 
obtain the certificates required by the act, in 
time to secure their privilege of voting. The 
principal speakers on both questions were Messrs. 
Farmer, Hawkins, Sargeant and Gelston, on one 
side, and Messrs. Grosvenor, Cady, Van Renssc- 
laer and Mercein, on the other. 


MR. MERCEIN’S SPEECH. 


MR. CHAIRMAN, 


It was my misfortune to be absent, when 
this bill was before under discussion; and I am 
therefore ignorant of the cogent arguments 
which I presume were adduced in its favor, and 
which induced a majority of this house to agree 
to disfranchise a considerable number of their 
constituents. I say to disfranchise their con- 
stituents ; for whether a man be black, or white, 
or yellow, if free, and possessed of the requi- 
site qualifications, he is equally entitled to the 
privileges of our constitution, with any mem- 
ber of this house ; and we have no power vested 
in us, whereby we can constitutionadly deprive 
him of those privileges. We have been inform- 
ed, however, that if a man is not white, it Is 
evidence of his being a bondsman. Why?! Be- 
cause our statutes recognize slavery. Are not, 
sir, a variety of crimes recognized and made 
punishable by our statutes ? and are we, there- 
tore, necessarily gui/¢y of some of them? One 
consequence is as likely to follow as the other. 
But I contend, that a person, whatever may be 
his complexion, having hired a tenement, becn 
assessed and paid taxes, ought and must be con- 
sidered as free, until the contrary is proved. 
The judges of our courts have gone much far- 
ther; they have in all cases where the question 
has come before them, decided that all men are 
free, until the reverse is proved; and that proot 
is to be made by the person challenging. But 
the bill now under consideration, requires a 
man to prove his freedom—which, in many ca- 
ses, is altogether impracticable. Freedom must 
be obtained by will, manumission or birth. In 
the two first cases, proof may be obtained, if 
sufficient time is afforded: But I cannot readily 
conceive how a person born free, can prove the 
fact. Itis derogatory, it is humiliating, that 
he should. It is pretended that this bill prohib- 
its persons not entitled to vote, from exercising 
that right, and preserves the privilege to those 
who are; and yet in many cases, it puts it com- 
pletely out ot the power of the persons con- 
cerned to make the evidence known, on which 
this privilege is predicated. I have read, sir, of 
an ancient tyrant, who commanded his subjects, 





form certain acts; but in order to make sure of 
his victims, required more than human nature 
could possibl? perform. In this bill, we hold 
out certain privileges to men of colour, but 
make the way by which they are to be obtained, 
too steep ta be ascended. 














| But, sir, admit that the bill is not unconstitu- 
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vofassembly, when the present bill was under dis- | 


highest judicial authority) will it not be a viola. 
tion of principle, of justice, of every rule of 
propricty, since it will in many cases, operate 
as a complete bar to the exercise of the noblest 
of our privileges, the elective franchise? Ifthe 
greatest exertions are made to distribute this 
law, throughout the state, it will not be recejy. 
ed, in many towns, but a few days before the 
ensuing election; and will not afford time to 
comply with its requisitions—which are, that 
any person who is embraced in the bill, must 
obtain and produce satisfactory evidence, before 
a magistrate, of kis freedom—which evidence 
must then be recorded in the county clerk’s 
office, from whence he must obtain a certificate 
before he can be permitted to vote: And all this 
is to be done within a few days, which in hun. 
dreds of cases, will be found altogether impos- 
sible. Let us suppose a case :—-A man of co- 
lour, now living in the city of New-York, was 
manumitted by will in one of the counties in the 
Western District, or even in another state: It 
will be necessary for him to obtain a certified 
copy of the will, which will consume several 
days: He is then to go through the process be- 
fore mentioned, which cannot be done in time 
to allow him a vote at the ensuine clection 
This will not be considered as an extreme case ; 
but one which must frequently occur. ; 

But, sir, let us take a brief view of the histo- 
ry of this bill. It has, with some little altera- 
ion (but not affecting its principles) twice pas- 
sed the two branches of the legislature ; and has 
as often been returned by the council of revyi- 
sion with constitutional objections. We have 
had time to reflect and deliberate on this subject ; 
and shall we at this late period of the session, 
in the very face of the objections of that high 
judicial authority, which we have been accus- 
tomed to revere, and in whose decisions we 
place full confidence; shall we, I say, send 
them a bill containing the same provisions, and 
liable to the same objections? Is it treating that 
learned body with that respect which their high 

















under the penalty of capital punishment, to per- [ 


tional (though it has been so pronounced by the } 





standing merits, thus to mock their counsels, 


jand outrage decorum? I trust this house will 
|refuse, on due reflection, to adopt a course so 


preposterous and insulting. 

If, however, a majority of this house deem it 
consistent with their duty, and not repugnant to 
the principles of that constitution which they 
have sworn to support, to agree to the provi- 
sions of this bill, they will, I hope, at least con- 
sent to postpone its operation until after the en- 
suing election, and not by a premature act, de- 
prive many citizens of this state, of the privi- 
nar which, by the constitution, they are en- 
titled. 


—_=_ 


NOTE EXPLANATORY. 


In publishing the decision in the Senate, on 
the bill for incorporating the Western District 
Bank, I omitted to mention that Mr. STEARNS, 
being in the chair, could not vote on the ques- 
tion. 

— 

Icopy the following advertisement from a Virginia pa- 

per, as a military and literary curiosity :-— 
“ATTENTION ! 

«“ The Staunton Militia, with the Country Mi- 

litia, in my bounds (say from Staunton along the 


Jenning’s gap read to the Middle river, down said 
river to the Iron-works road, and with said road 




















-back to Staunton) will attend at Mr, Hupman’s em 
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Che Balance. 





the first Saturday in April next, armed and equip- 
ped as the law directs; when they will have 
itin ther power to say whether we will continue 
to muster there, or muster in Staunton again. 
* B. H. BRADY, Commandant, 
«© March 27, 1811. 
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ELECTION LAW AMENDED. 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY. 


An ACT fo prevent Fraudsand Perjuries at Elec- 
tions, and to firevent slaves from voting, 


Passed April 9th, 1811. 

Be it enacted by the peofile of the State of New- 
York, refiresented in Senate and Assembly, That 
instead ofthe oaths prescribed in the seventh sec- 
tion of the act, entitled “ An act for regulating e- 
lections,” passed the 24th day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and one, to be tendered and 
administered to any person presenting himself to 
vote for a governor, lieutenant-governor and sen- 
ators, or either of them, and who shall be suspect- 
ed or challenged’to be unqualified in the manner 
therein mentioned, the inspectors therein men- 
tioned shall tender and administer the following 
oath, to wit: “T do solemnly and _ sin- 
cerely swear and declare (or affirm) in the pre- 
sence of Almighty God, that I am a natural born, 
or naturalized citizen of the state of New-York, or 
of one of the United States, of the age of twenty- 
one years, according to the best of knowledge and 
belief, and am a freeholder, possessed of a free- 
hold in my own right, (or in the right of my wife, 
as the case may be,) of the value of two hundred 
and fifty dollars, within this state, over and above 
all debts charged thereon, and that I have not be- 
come such freeholder fraudently, for the purpose 
of giving my vote at this election, nor upon any 
trust or understanding, express or implied, to re- 
convey such freehold during or after this election, 
and that Iam an actual resident of the ward, 
(or town of in the county of ) (as the 
case may be,) and have not been before polled in 
any part of this state at this election ; and further, 
that I will true answers make to any interrogato- 
ries which shall be put to me by the inspectors of 
this election, touching the situation and bounda- 
ries of such freehold, from whom and by what 
conveyance I derive title to the same.” And that 
whenever any one shall present himself to give 
his vote or ballot for members of assembly at any 
such election, and cither of the inspectors thereof 
shall suspect, or any person entitled to vote for 
members of assembly in the same town or ward, 
shail challenge him to be unqualified for the pur- 
pose, the inspectors, instead of the oath prescri- 
bed in the seventh section of the said act, to be 
tendered and administered to any person so pre- | 
senting himself to vote for members of assembly, 
shall tender and administer the following oath, to 
wit: “I do solemnly and sincerely swear 
and declare (or affirm,) in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, that I am a natural born or naturali- 
zed citizen of the state of New-York, or of one of 
the United States, of the age of twenty-one years, 
according to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
and that 1 am and have been for six months next 
and immediately preceding this election a freehol- 
der, and possessed of a freehold in my own right, 
(or in my wife’s right, as the casé may be,) of the 











value of fifty dollars, in the countyof = (or have 
for six months next and immediately preceding 
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this election, rented a tenement of the value % 
five dollars, within the county of and have 
been rated and actually paid taxes to this state,) 
and that Iam now an actual resident of the . 
ward (or town) of (as the case may be,) and 
that I have not been polled before in any part of 
the said county at this election.” And igease any 
elector shall refuse to take the said oaths Or affir- 
mations respectively, and shall persist in such ré- 
fusal during such election, his ballot shall not be 
received at such election, and if any elector shall 
be guilty of wilful and corrupt false swearing or 
afirraing, in taking the said oaths or affirmations 
respectively, or in taking any oath or affirmation 
prescribed by the act, entitled * An act for regu- 
lating elections,” and the act, entitled “ An act 
for regulating the clection of representatives for 
this slate in the house of representatives of the 
congress of the United States,” every such person 
shall be adjudged guilty of wilful and corrupt per- 
jury, and shall upon conviction thereof suffer the 
punishment now directed by law in cases of wil- 
ful and corrupt perjury. 

2. And be it further enacted, That every person 
who shall have been rated and actually paid high- 
way taxes by commutation, or by labor done on 
the highways, shall be considered as having paid 
taxes to the state, for the purpose contemplated 
in the seventh section of the act, entitled “ an act 
for regulating elections,” passed the twenty-fourth 
day of March, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and one. 

3. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
any black or mulatto person shall present himself 
to vote at any election in this state, he shall pro- 
duce to the inspectors or persons conducting such 
election, a certificate of his freedom, under the 
hand and seal of any one of the clerks of the coun- 
ties of this state, or under the hand of a clerk of 
any town within this state. 

4, And be it further enacted, That it shall and 
may be lawful for every black or mulatto person 
within this state, to make and exhibit proof before 
any one of the justices of the supreme court, any 
mayor, recorder, or judge of any court of common 
pleas within this state, of his freedom, such proof 
to be reduced to writing and exhibited in the coun- 
ty where the person producing the same shall re- 
side. And provided the said justice, mayor, re- 
corder or judge, be of opinion, that the person 
producing the same is free according to the laws 
of this state, he shall certify the same in writing, 
stating therein a brief description of the person 
so adjudged to be free, his age, the place of his 
birth, and the time when he became free, as near- 
ly as the same can be ascertained, and it shall be 
the duty of the said black or mulatto person to 
cause the said proof to be filed, and the certificate 
of the said justice, mayor, recorder, or judge, to 
be entered of record, either in the clerk’s office 
of the said county, or in the clerk’s office of some 
one of the towns in the said county, and a copy of 
the said record, certified under the hand of the 
clerk in whose office the same shall be recorded, 
shall be the certificate of freedom required by the 
preceding section, to be produced at all such elec- 
tions, and unless such certificate shall be produ- 
ced, no black or mulatto person shall be permit- 
ted to vote at any such election. 

5. And be it further enacted, That the Officer 
taking such proof shall be entitled, as a compen- 
sation for taking the same, twenty-five cents,.and 
for giving such certificate, the further sum of 
twelve and an half cents, to be paid by the person 
applying for the same ; and the clerk for filing 
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such proof and recording such certificate shall be 
entitled to such fees as are usual for like services. 

6. And be it further enacted, That every black 
or mulatto person producing such certificate, shall 
if required by any one of the inspectors of such 
election or if challenged by an elector, make oath 
or affirmation, that he is the identical person na- 
med and intended in such certificate, and if any 
person shall be guilty of false swearing in taking 
such oath or affirmation, he shall be adjudged guil- 
ty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall upon 
conviction thereof, suffer the punishment now di- 
rected by law in cases of wilful and corrupt per- 
jury. 

7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for such justice of the supreme court, 
mayor, recorder, or judge, on application by any 
black or mulatto person, to issue a Summons, re- 


quiring any person residing within the county — 


wherein such application shall be made, to appear 
and make affidavit of all such matters and things 
as he or she may know concerning the freedom of 
such black or mulatto person ; and whenever any 
person shall refuse to appear and make affidavit 
in pursuance of such summons, a warrant shall 
issue from such justice, mayor, recorder or judge, 
to.compel his or her appearance, and if on his or 
her appearance, he or she shall refuse to make af- 
fidavit or affirmation, as the case may require, of 
the facts which may be within his or her know- 
ledge, touching the matter to be enquired into, he 
or she may be committed to the common gaol of 
the county, there to remain without bail or main- 
prize for a term not exceeding one calender 
month. 

8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of this state, to cause 
this act to be forthwith printed, and sent by mes- 
sengers, to be by him appointed, to the clerks of 
the several counties in this state, which clerks re- 
spectively are hereby required to cause the same 
to be forthwith delivered to the clerks of the re- 
spective towns in such county, and the amount of 
such expenses as shall be incurred herein, shall 
be audited and allowed by the comptroller, and be 
paid on his warrant by the treasurer, out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropria- 
ted. 

9. And be it further enacted, That the secreta- 
ry of this state shall as soon as possible cause this 
act to be published in all the newspapers printed 
in the state, and that the said publications shall be 
continaed until the expiration of the next election, 
and the expenses thereof shall be paid as afore- 
said. 

State of New-York, 
Secretary's aeat 
I certify that the preceding is a true copy of 
an original act of the legislature of this state on, 
file in this office. pa 
ANTHONY LAMB, Def. Secretary. 
Albany, 9th April, 1811. 


*.* The Secretary requests the several Print- 
ers throughout this state, to copy the above law 
into their respective newspapers, and to continue 
the same till the close of the election, and to trans 
mit their accounts to his office for payment. 


— 


CORRBSPONDENCE. 
“Crsar” has been mislaid ; and as the legis!ature has 
adjourned without passing the bill to tax dogs, perhaps bis 
extract may as well be omitted. 
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Haw of IewAtork. 


An ACT for the Benefit of Insolvent Debtors and 
their Creditors. 
Passed April 3d, 1811. 
{Concluded from our last. } 

VIII. And be it further enacted, That all per- 
sons who have given credit to such insolvent on a 
valuable consideration, for any sum of money, or 
other matter, promise, contract or thing, which is 
or shall not be due or payable, or liable to be per- 
formed at or before the time of presenting the pe- 
tition, shall and may be admitted and considered 
as creditors whose debts are then due, and shall 
receive a dividend of such insolvent’s estate in 
the sume proportion as the other creditors, de- 
ducting thereout only a rebate of interest at the 
rate of seven percent. per annum for what shall 
be received on such debts, (uniess such debts 
shall be payable with interest) to be computed 
fyom the actual payment thereof to the time when 
they would have become cue. 

1X. And be it further enacted, That when it 
shall appear to the assignees that there hath been 
a mutual credit given by the imselvent debior and 
any other person, or that mutual debts were sub- 
sisting between them before such petition was 
presented, the assignees shal] state the account 
between them, and one debt may be set off a- 
gainst the other, and the balance due on either 
side after such set off, and no more shall be claim- 
ed or paid. 

X. .dnd be it further enacted, That such assign- 
ces shall have power and authority to dispose of 
all the real and personal estate of such debtor or 
debtors, which shall by virtue of this act be as- 
signed to them, and to convert the same into 
money, to execute good and sufficient deeds or 
conveyances for such real estate, to redeem all 
mortgages and conditional contracts, and satisfy 
all judgments, and to recover in their names all 
such real and personal estate of such insolvent, 
and all deeds and books of account, and papers re- 
specting the same, and shall have full power and 
authority to refer to arbitration, settle or com- 
pound, or agree with any person indebted to the 











insolventin such manner as shall from time to | 
time appear to such assignees most advantageous | 
to the creditors of such insolvent ; and if on set- | 
tling the estate, a surplus should remain in their 
possession after discharging the debts, the same 
shall be paid to the said debtor, his or her legal 
representative or representatives. ; 

XI. And be it further enacted, That the said 
assignees shall, before they enter upon the exe- 
cution of the trust hereby reposed in them, iike 
an outh honestly and truly, to the best of their a- 
bility, to observe and perform the duties enjoined 
upon them by this act. 

XII. dnd be it further enacted, That the as- 
signees shall forthwith after such ussignment 
cause due and sufficient notice thereof to be given. 
and shall in such notice require ali the creditors 
of said insolvent to appear by theinselves or ageut 
at atime and place therein to be specified, to 
prove their debts; and any creditor shall, if re- 
quired, be allowed to prove his debt by oath or 
affirmation, taken before and duly ceriified by any 
judge of the supreme court or court of common 
pieas, or commissioner for taking affidavits to be 
read in the supreme court, or mayor or recorder 
of any city; and if residing out of the state, any 
judge appointed under the aut .ority of the Uni- 
text States, or any notary public ; and in case of a- 











hy controversy relating to such debts, it shall be 
determined in the following manner, that is to 
say : the recorder or commissioner to whom the 
application shall be made, shall furnish a list of 
nine persons, not being creditors of said Insolvent, 
and the assignees of such insolvent shall strise 
out three of the said nine persons, and the credi- 
tor whose debt is in controversy shall strike out 
three more of the said nine persons, and the re- 
maining three persons shall finally settle such 
controversy ; and ifthe assignees of any insolvent, 
or any creditor of any insolvent shall at any time 
refuse to strike as in this actis directed, the recor- 
der or commissioner before whom the business Is 
depending shall strike for such assignees, credi- 
tor or creditors; and ifany referees so appointed 
shall refuse, or be incapable of acting in any rea- 
sonable time, a new choice shall be made in the 
same manner; and in case any such creditor or 
creditors shall refuse to nominate referees on his 
or her or their part, the assignees are hereby em- 
powered to nominate for such creditor or credi- 
tors. 

XIII. And be it further enacted, That the as- 
signees shall at some time within six months from 
the time of their appointment, give public notice 
of the time and place at which they intend to 
meet, to make a dividend of the estate of the in- 
solvent, the said time to be within the six months 
aforesaid, of which time and place the recorder 
or commissioner by whom such appointment 
was made, shall also have notice, and it shall be 
his duty then to attend; and the assignees shall 
exhibit their accounts of the receipts and dis- 
bursements, and for their time and service ; and 
the said assignees shall, if required by any credi- 
tor, be examined on oath touching the truth of 
such their accounts and charges ; and the said re- 
corder or commissioner shall audit the same, and 
certify the sum to be allowed to the said assign- 
ees ; and at such meeting, the creditors who shall 
not before have proved their debis, shall ve allow- 
ed to prove the same ; and that al! costs of suit, 
prison fees and charges of proceedings under this 
act, to obtain the discharge of the insolvent, shall 
be first paid, and then deducting all such costs and 
charges and expenses as shali have been necessa- 
rily incurred, laid out and expended by the said 
assignees, together with such sum as shall be al- 
lowed for their time, trouble and services therein, 
and the residue shall be divided among the credi- 
tors in proportion to their respective debts, in 
which division no preference shall be given to 
debts due by specialty or otherwise. 

AIV. And be it further enacted, That within 
‘welve months next afier the making of the divi- 
dend aforesaid, the said assignees shall make a 
second dividend of the estate of the said insol- 
vent, in case the same shall not have been wholly 
divided on the first dividend, and shall cause like 
notice to be given, and for the creditors who may 
not have proved their debts to prove the same ; 
and the assignees shall as before exhibit their ac- 
counts, and if in adjusting the same, any diff*r- 
ence should arise between the said assignees and 
ihe creditors, the said recorder or commissioner 
is hereby required to attend and to adjust the 
same, and the nett proceeds shall be then divided 
among the creditors who shall have proved their 
debts, allowing to those whose debts had not been 
proved on the former dividend, their just propor- 
tuon thereo! ; which second dividend shall be fi- 
nal, unless any suit at law or in equity be depend- 
ing, or any partof the estate standing out, that 
could not have been disposed of ; or unless some 
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other estate or effects of the insolvent shall after. 
wards vestin the said assignees ; in which cases 
ihe assignees shall as soon as may be Convenient, 
convert such future and other estate into money, 
and shall within two months therealter, divide the 
same among such creditors as shail have proved 
their debts 

XV. And be it further enacted, That the as. 
signees shall be under the direction and controul 
ofthe recorder or commissioner, which recorder 
or commissioner, on complaint of the debtor, or 
of any creditor, and good cause shen, shall have 
powerto displace the said assignees, or either of 
them, and to name others in their stead; ifthe 
suid assignees, or either of them, have accepted 
of their said trust, and shall negiject or refuse to 
exhibit their accounts, or to perform their said 
trust as herein is before required and directed, 
the said recorder or commissioner shall have 
power, and are hereby required to issue an attach- 
ment against him or them, to compel him or 
(hem to exhibit the suid accounts, and to perform 
their said trusts as aforesaid. 

XVI. dnd be it further enacted, That if any 
person who now is or here«fter may be commit- 
ted to prison on execution, or against whose goods 
ind chattels, lands and tenements, execution shall 
be issued, and be returned unsatisfied, shall not 
within sixty days after due notice had of such re- 
urn, present bis petition and conform to the di- 
rections of this act, it shall wend may be lawful for 
the person or persons at whose suit such person 
is Imprisoned, or execution issued, being a credi- 
tor to the amountof one hundred dollars, to pre- 
fer a petition to such recorder or commissioner 
praying that such debtor may be compelled to 
make a discovery and assignment of all his pro- 
perty for the benefit of his creditors; whereupon 
the said recorder or commissioner if it shall be 
made to appear by affidavit to his satisfaction, that 
such debtor is justly and truly indebted to such 
petitioner as aforesaid, that the execution issued 
by such creditor against such debtor is returned 
unsatisfied ; or that such debtor is charged in ex- 
ecution by such creditor or creditors, and hath so 
remained for the space of sixty days, shall notify 
and require such debtor to shew cause, before the 
said recorder or commissioner, at a certain day to 
be appointed by the said recorder or commission- 
er, why the estate of such debtor should not be 
assigned for the benefit of his creditors ; and eve- 
ry sale, gift, bargain or contract made by such 
debtor, except such as shali be made to or with 
the prosecuting creditor of said debtor, in the 
manner and for the purpose declared in the pro- 
viso to this section ; and payments made to such 
debtor after such notice, and previous to his dis- 
charge, shall be void; and the said recorder or 
commissioner shall, by warrant under his hand 
and seal, direct the sheriff or keeper of the gaol 
of the county in which such debtor may be, to 
bring such debtor before him the said recorder or 
commissioner, at the said day, and at some conve* 
nient place in the said warrant to be specified 5 
and if it shall appear to the said recorder or com- 
missioner that the said imprisoned debtor is justly 
indebted as aforesaid, and that he is insolvent, or 
that he doth wilfully withhold the poyment of his 
just debts, then the said recorder ar commission- 
er shall direct the said debtor to exhibit and de- 
liver ata day and place therefor to be named, such 
inventory, and under such oath as is required by 
the first section of this act, at which day the said 
dcbtor shall again be brought up in manner afore- 
said ; and if he shall then, or at such further day 
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as the said recorder or commissioner shall see | 
proper to appoint, conform to the requisitions of | 
this. act, such further proceedings shall be had 
as is herein before directed ; but if the said 
debtor shall neglect or refuse to exhibit such 
inventory or account, and to make such assign- 
ment, the said recorder or commissioner shall 
proceed to appoint assignees, who are hereby de- 
clared to be by virtue of such appointment, forth- 
with vested with all the estate, real and personal, 
of the said debtor, in the same manner as if he 
had made such assignment, and may lawfully 
seize his money, books, papers and effects where- 
soever to be found; and the said recorder or com- 
missioner shall have the same power and author- 
ity to examine and interrogate the said debtor, and 
any other person or persons, on oath, touching 
the estate of such debtor; and shall in all things 
proceed as in and by this act is directed in case 
of the voluntary application and petition of such 
debtor; and the said debtor, or any other person, 
who shall refuse or neglect, when required and 
summoned to come before the said recorder or 
commissioner for examination, and upon oath or 
affidavit of the service of the said summons, shall 
be apprehended by warrant under his hand and 
seal, directed to the sheriff or other proper officer 
as aforesaid ; and if any such person shall refuse 
to be examined, or to answer on oath or affirma- 
tion to such questions as shall be put to him or 
her by the said recorder or commissioner, touch- 
ing the estate of the said insolvent, or the disposi- 
tion thereof, such person shall and may be com- } 
mitted until he or she shall submit to be sworn or 
affirmed to answer as aforesaid; or if any such 
person shall be guilty or suspected to be guilty of 
any false representation, or any other false or frau- 
dulent conduct in the premises, he or she shall be 
bound over, prosecuted and punished in the same 
manner as is herein above provided: Provided al- 
ways, That if atany time before such assignment 
or appointment of assignees, the said debtor shall 
make an amicable settlement with such creditor 
so petitioning, and such creditor shall acknowl- 
edge satisfaction of his demand, all proceedings 
against such debtor shall cease. 

XVII. And be it further enacted, Thata major- 
ity of the assignees in any case to be appointed, as 
in and by this act is directed, shall have power 
and authority to do all acts and perform ail duties 
required of such assignees. 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That all 
sheriffs and jailers fees, and other fees, becoming 
payable previous to the assignment above men- 
tioned, shall be advanced and paid in the first in- 
stance, by the party on whose application and at 
whose request such service shall be performed, 
such person or persons to be reimbursed, as above 
provided, out of the estate of such insolvent. 

XIX. Andbe it further enacted, That the re- 
corder or commissioner before whom any such 
proceedings shall be had, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive the sums following, to wit: on receiving 
any petition, the sum of two dollars; on deciding 
on the propriety of directing such assignment, the 
sum of two dollars, to be paid by the person pre- 
senting such petition; and for any attendance 
where his presence shall be requested at a meet- 
ing of creditors, the sum of two dollars per day. 
to be first paid out of the insolvent’s estate, and 
one dollar for signing the discharge. 

XX. And be it further enacted, That in case 





the recorder or commissioner to whom a petition 


may be presented or application made as in this 
act is before proyided, shall at any time die, be ab- 





sent, removed from office, or unable to attend 
the execution of the duties required of him by this 
act, then and in every such case it shall and may 
be lawful for agyxSther Kecordéter' commissioner 
authorised bydhis ad ® Wosald perform ihe Vu- 
ues herein before mentioned, to proceed on such 
petition or application, and to perform all the du- 
ties and things which in such case the said recor- 
der or commissioner, to whom such petition was 
first presented or such application first made, 
might have done and performed by virtue of this 
act. 

XXI. And be it further enacted, That from and 


after the passing of this act, the act entitled “ An| 


» 
act for giving relief in cases of insolvency,” pas- 
sed the 3d day of April, 1801; the first section 
of an act entitled, “ An act to amend an act enti- 
tled “ an act for giving relief in cases of insolven- 
cy,” passed 25th February 1805 ; the first, second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth and eighth sections of the 
act entitled an “* Act toamend an act entitled “ an 
act for giving relief in cases of insolvency, and to 
provide for bailing prisoners, and for other purpo- 
ses,’ passed the 8th of April 1808; and the act 
entitled ** An act toamend an act entitled “ an act 
for the reliefof debtors with respect to the impris- 
onment of their persons,” be and they are hereby 
repealed. Provided always, That where applica- 
tions are now pending for the benefit of any of 
the said acts, the said acts shall be considered as 
in full force and operation in respect to such appli- 
cations, and until a decision shall be had thereon. 
XXII. And be it further enacted, That it shail 
be the duty of the recorder or commissioner im- 
mediately after a final hearing and decision on 
each and every application to cause to be lodged 
with the clerk of the county in which such hear- 
ing shall be had, all the documents exhibited on 
such hearing, together with a true description of 
the proceedings ; and it shall be the duty of such 
clerk to file such documents and proceedings in 
his office, there to remainof record. And it shall 
also be the duty of such insolvent debtor to pro- 
cure to be recorded in the office of such clerk his 
discharge as aforesaid obtained, which it shall be 
the duty of such clerk forthwith upon being pre- 
sented with the same to record at full length ina 
book to be provided by him and kept for that pur- 
pose, and for every such record the said clerk shull 
be entitled to receive from such debtor fifty cents 
XXIII. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person who shall be legally sworn or affirmed by 
virtue of this act, shall upon such oath or affirma- 
tion be guilty of any wilful false swearing, or false 
affirmation, he or she shall be deemed guilty of 
wilful and corrupt perjury and shall be prosecuted 
and punished in the same manner as wilful and 
corrupt perjury is now or shall be prosecuted and 
punished by the laws and statutes of this state. 
XXIV. 4nd be it further enacted, That the 
commissioners appointed, or to be appointed un- 
der the act entitled ‘An act to appoint a com- 
missioner to perform certain duties of a judge 
of the Supreme Court,” passed April 10th, 1805, 
and the act entitled “ An act to appoint commis- 
sioners in the county of Ontario, to perform cer- 
tain duties of a judge of the Supreme Court,” 
passed April 2d, 1810, shall be and are hereby re- 
spectively authorized and required to execute and 
perform all and singular the powers and duties 
authorized and required by this act, within the 
counties in which they respectively reside. 
XXV. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the person administering 
the government of this state, by and with the ad- 





vice 2nd consent of the council of appointment, 
(Q@ppoint in such of the counties of this. state (the 
counties of New-York, Columbia, Albany, Onei- 
. la and Ontario excepted) as they in their discre- - 
tion shall think reasonable and proper, some fit 
and proper person (being of the degree of coun- 
sellor at law of the supreme court) to be a com- 
missioner under this act for any one county (and 
in which county be shall reside) who shall be, and 
is hereby authorized and required within such 
county, to execute and perform all and singular 
the powers and duties required by this act, and 
each commissioner soto be appointed, before he 
enters upon the duties of his office shall take and 
subscribe before ihe clerk, or any of the judges of 
the court of common pleas of the county for which 
such commissioner shall be appointed, an oath or 
affirmation, well and trily to perferm the duties 
prescribethhy this acty¢which oath or affirmation® 
shall be filed in the clerk’s office of such county, 
und as often as néed be all vacancies whichimay be 
occasioned by the removal of any commissioner 
out of the county for which he shall have been 
uppointed, or by death, résignation or otherwise, 
may be filled in like manner as aforesaid. Pro- 
vided always, Thatin case any recorder of any 
city shall be interested as either debtor or creditor 
‘o any insolvent, or in case of any vacancy in any 
such office, and also where in county there 
shall be no commissioner autthttied to perform 
the several duties required by this act, or where 
such commissioner shall be interested in manner 
aforesaid, then and in every or either such case 
it shall be lawful for the first judge of such coun- 
lies respectively, to execute and perform within 
their counties respectively, the several powers 
and duties r. quired by this act. Provided always, 
That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to apply to any case of imprisonment or 
prosecution except to cases arising on contract 
express or implied. 


Extract from an act extending the time for the re- 
mission and commutation of certain quit rents, 
and for other furposes. 

Passed April 9th, 1811. 
And be it further enacted, That the discharge 
mentioned in the fourth section of the act entitled 

* An act for the benefit of insolvent debtors and 

their creditors,” passed the 3d day of April, one 

thousand eight hundred and eleven, shall extend 
to and be a discharge to the petitioner, not. only 
from any debts due at the time of the said dis- 
charge, and contracted for before that time, but 
also from all liability and responsibility which the 
petitioner may thereafter incur, or be subject to 
by reason or on ‘account of any bill, endorsement, 
other than covenants of warranty on the sale of 
real estate, which the petitioner may theretofore 
have drawn, made, entered into or sealed and ex- 
ecuted ; and that whenever the said petitioner 
may have drawn, made, entered into, or sealed 
and executed any engagement, contract, or obli- 
gation, by which the liability of the said petitioner 
may depend on a contingency, subsequent to his 
said discharge, it shall and may be lawful for the 
person or persons to whom the said petitioner 
may be liable to give notice thereof to the assign- 
ees mentioned in the said act, at any time before 

a final distribution of the estate of said petitioner ; 

and such person or persons shall also present to 

the said assignees, on oath, a statement or account 





of their contingent claim or demand, and what 
the same will be “in casethe said petitioner shall 
eventually become liable therefor. And upon 
such claim being made, it shall be the duty of 
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the assignees to retain in their hands so much ofj 


the said estate as will be sufficient to pay to the 
said claimant in respect to his contingent demand 
orclaim, a proportion of the said petitioner’s es- 
tute, equal to what the other creditors of the said 
petitioner may have received or may be entitled 
10 reccive out of the suid estate ; and in case the 
sid petitioner would, if he had not been dischar- 
ged, become liable to pay the said contingent debt 
or claim, then the said monies so retained by the 
said assignees shall be paid to the person to whom 
he would so have become liable, otherwise they 
shall be distributed among the creditors of the 
said insolvent petitioner, as if no such claim had 
been made: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be taken to afiect any division or dis- 
tribution of the petitioner’s estate, which may 
have been made by the assignees previously to 


@heir receiving notice as aforesaid of a contingent 


“claim. 











Politician, 


{From the Baltimore Fed. Repub.} 





MR. PICKERING’s ADDRESS 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
No. VI. 


Fellow-Citizens, 


Mr. Adams having never assigned any specific 
reason for removing me from office, and the con- 
jectures hitherto formed being insufficient to ac- 
count for it, the question once more recurs—For 
what reason was I removed? The answer is not 
to be expected from Mr. Adams: I am myself 
constrained to give it. 

In the year 1800, Gen. Hamilton published “a 
letter concerning the public conduct and charac- 
ter of John Adams, Esq. President of the United 
States.” It had relation (o the approaching elec- 
tion of a President. Mr. Adams and Mr. Jeffer- 
son were the rival candidates. In that letter, 
General Hamilton thus noticed the removal of 
Mr. M’Henry, secretary of war, and of myself, 
from office. “ It happened (said he) at a peculiar 
juncture immediately after the unfavorable turn 
{unfavorable to Mr. Adams} of the [state] elec- 
tino in New-York, and had much the air of an ex- 

vieston of combustible materials which had been 

prepared, but which had been kept down by 

| calculations, respecting the effect of 

upon the friends of those ministers 

© of New-York. Perhaps, when it was 

voy that nothing could be lost in this quar- 

rid that something might be gained elsewhere, 

AN ATONING SACRIFICE OF THOSE MINIS- 

‘e} RS, ESPECIALLY Mr. Picxenine, whohad been 

Jor some time fiarticularly odious to the ofifiosition 

frarty, it was determined to proceed to extremi- 

ties.” Compare this conjecture of General He- 
milton wiih the following details: 

The excessive vanity and inordinate ambition 
of Mr. Adams are wéll known. He wished also 
to enjoy the emoluments as well asthe honors, 
of the Presidency, for at least another term of four 
years. But by this time, he had made such a de- 
velopemento! his character, so inauspicious toa 

correct administration of the government, as to 
have excited disgust in many influential federal- 
ists. Hence Mr. Adams’ fears, that their support 
alone would not secure his election. What course 
then shou'd he propose to himself ?—‘* Jectere st 
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negueo Supfieros, 
the leaders of democracy were sounded. They 
were, or affected to be willing to lend their aid, 
on conditions: of which one was that I should be 
removed from office. —This was assented to ; and 
[ was removed: but not Without some/delay ; 
which furnished at least a pretence to those leaders, 
to disregard the agreement. Not that under ex- 
isting circumstances they would have favored 
Mr. Adams’ election: He was the dupe of their 
intrigues. By my removal they expected atonce 
to detach from Mr. Adams my particular federal 
friends, who both for number and respectability, 
were not to be overlooked. And even in the e- 
vent of Mr. Adams’ re-election by a federal majo- 
rity, the resentments of the democrats would be 
gratified, if their future interests should not be 
materially promoted by my dismission. 

Such, fellow citizens, was the base, the corrupt 
motive for my removal from office. 

Without recurring to other proofs, the simple 
fact that leading domocrats knew, some time be- 
fore the event, that I was to be dismissed, while 
federalists were ignorant of it, furnishes the strong- 
est presumptive evidence of the abovementioned 
intrigue and cause of my removal. Another cor- 
roborating fact may be stated: that but the week 
before, Mr. Adams had told me, that he consider- 
ed the election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency 
as certain. ‘To detach, therefore some of his par- 
tizans, was essential to his own success. 

The first information I received of this intrigue, 
was from the person who gave me the following 
certificate. Mr. Kimball had been a clerk in the 
department of State. After quitting the office he 
went to Savannah where he now resides. In 
1803 being in Massachusetts, he came to see me, 
und gave me the information. On his way back 
to Savannah, in the Autumn of that year, he found 
me at Washington.—Thie fact he had stated to me 


of it, and to show it to the gentleman from whom 
he received the information and who lived in the 
district of Columbia. For the present I omit his 
name ; contenting myself with saying that he is a 
gentieman respectable for his standing in society, 
and of unblemished reputation. It will be seen, 
too, that Mr. Bowie, whose name will presently 
appear, confirnts the statement in the certificate. 


Mr. Kimball's Certificate. 


“ Ata public table, M’Laughlin’s Tavern, in 
Georgetown, July, 1800, I heard————suay, that 
some time in May preceding he was present in 


|a public room, at Annapolis, when Mr. Smith, the 
present Secretary of the Navy, made the following 


declaration: That we (meaning the democratic 
party) have been sent down to (from Philadel- 
phia) to know on what terms we would support 
Mr. Adams at the next presidential election. In 
our answer, among other conditions, was the dis- 
missal of col. Pickering from the office of Secre- 
tary of State: but it was delayed tll he lost 
all hopes of his election by the strength of his 
own party ; and now we do not thank him for it. 

“ T have shewn this statement to Mr. » who 
says that if it does not contain the precise words 
of Mr. Smith, that it is substantially correct. 

“ Mir. further says, that Mr. Smith said, 
in the same public manner, that he knew col. 
Pickering would be dismissed some time before 
it took place. 








Hazen KIMBALL. 





“ City of Washington, 
29th Dec. 1893. 





Acheronta movebo.”’—Some of 


occurring, I desired him to make out a certificate |} 
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Having learnt that Thomas C. Bowie, Esq. of 
Prince George’s County, Maryland, whom I did 


not personally know, but who was named to me 


as “a gentleman of high respectability who had 
retired from the bar,” had a very particular con- 
versation with Robert Smith (Secretary of the 
Navy in 1803, and now Secretary of State) on the 


| subject stated in the above certificate : I took the 
liberty, in April, 1810, of addressing a letter to 


him with a copy of the certificate. His answer is 
long, containing many observations not necessary 
to be introduced here. I will extract what hasa 
special bearing on the case. 


| Extract fa letter dated Afiril 16, 1810, from The- 


mas C, Bowie, Esg.to Timothy Pickering. 


* T assure you, sir, it will be a source of much , 


gratification if any thing in my power can contri- 
bute, in the smallest degree to the exposure of 
those gross and palpable delusions which have 
been so long imposed upon the American people, 
by the abettors of Democracy, in regard to your 
public character.’——Then noticing my official 
publications relative to our rulers and their man- 
agement of the affairs of the United States, Mr, 
Bowie says—*“ In order to impair the effect and 
universal conviction which they had begun to ope- 
rate in almost every section of the country, it was 
soon found necessary to make you the incessant 
theme of the most bitter invective and vulgar a- 
buse.”-—“ It is impossible for you, sir, to have a- 
ny adequate idea of the very ungenerous, and I 
may say, wicked expedients resorted to by the de- 
mocrats in relation to this subject. 

“ I certainly did hear Mr. Secretary Smith 
make the declaration contained in the certificate 
of Mr. Kimball. A few days before the account 
of your dismissal arrived at Annapolis, I repaired 
thither, attending the General Court, having just 
commenced the practise of the law: and having 
studied in Baltimore with Judge Chase and Mr. 
Martin, I was well acquainted with Mr. Robert 
Smith and the Baltimore Bar generally with 
whom I messed in No. 2. at Wharfe’s Tavern, al- 
though then a resident of Prince George’s Coun- 
ty. One morning, while in bed Mr. Smith re- 
marked, that in a few days, the federalists would 
receive from the seat of government, a piece of 
intelligence which would both surprise and alarm 
them. He would not impart what it was, but re- 
quested me to notice his prediction. When the 
mail brought the news of your dismissal, Mr. 
Smith told me it was ruar to which he al- 


luded ; and he supposed I would admit he had 
some knowledged of cabinet secrets*—I had un- 
derstood a short time previous, that Mr. Adams 


was hegociating with the leading republican mem- 


bers of the House of Representatives, a coalition 


which went to secure his 25,000 [a year] at the 
expense of what he himself had deemed the pub- 
lic good, but a little time before: That General 
Smith and other leading democratic members 
were, on the eve of Mr. Adams’ expected re-clec- 
tion, frequently dining and visiting at his house, 


a 


_ * Mr. Secretary Smith makes so conspicuous a figure 
in this affuir, it may not be amiss to recite one other cir- 
cumstance recollected by the gentleman referred to in 
Mr. Kimball’s certificate, viz. Mr. Smith having stated 
that the news looked for from Philadelphia “ was very 
‘mportant, was wholly unexpected and wi!l greatly sur- 
prize your party »_What, says Mr. Bowie with surprize, 
ure not vou one of ue? Mr. Smith replied, “that is as it 
may be.” This reply seems to admit of but one mean. 
ing, viz. that Mr. R Smith’s openly appearing as a demo- 
erat, or retaining the garb of federalism, would depend o@ 
a political event—whether Jact or Tom turned up trumps. 
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and who before that time had never been seen in | 
the habit of either.” 

I have now, fellow citizens, unveiled a mystery | 
of iniquity, of which, for near eleven years very 
few have had any suspicion, and fewer still a 
knowledge of the facts —W hen a man has, at one 
period of his life, distinguished himself by his 
public services, it is distressing to find and exhibit 
him as capable of straying from the strait path of 
integrity and truth: for it tends to excite suspi- 
cion as towards the most upright and 
inflex just. This consideration, and others 
before suggested were sufficient to restrain my 
pen; and no reasons merely personal, would in 
this public manner, have drawn the secret from 
me. But the apostacy of Mr. Adams, and his o- 
pen support of men and measures that were di- 
rectly opposed to the system of administration 
which was formed during the Presidency of 
Washington--which for some time Mr. Adams 
continued to maintain—but which, in the end he 
fatally contributed to subvert ;—-This new course 
of conduct, in support of a new system of admin- 
istration, which has overwhelmed our country 
with calamities before unknown—has demanded 
the present and a still further unfolding of his 
character. Revenge has no share in it. If that 
passion had gained un entrance into my breast, it 
might long since have been gratified. In truth, 
my resentments were done away. His depravity 
excited abhorrence, mingled with regret, and his 
baseness my contempt. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

City of Washington, 

March 2, 1811. : 


P. S.—My journey homeward, and some una- 
voidable delays on the way, will cause a suspen- 
sion of these addresses; but I shall resume the 
subject as soon as possible after my return to 
Massachusetts. 
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Federal Nominations. 





FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
NICHOLAS FISH. 
SENATORS EASTERN DISTRICT. 
STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, 
DAVID ALLEN, 
ZEBULON R. SHEPARD, 
WILLIAM BAILEY. 


ASSEMBLYMEN—ALBANY COUNTY. 
ABRAHAM VAN VECHTEN. 
[ Ticket not completed. | 
— 
JouN VANDERBILT, jun. is nominated bythe 
federalists for senator of the Southern District. 


The following is the federal assembly ticket, 
for the city of New-York :— 


Thomas Carpenter, Abraham Russell, 
Thomas R. Mercein, Jacob Loriland, 
Samuel Jones, jun, James Heard, 


Isaac S. Douglass, 


Peter W. Radcliff, 


James Tylee, 
James Smith, and 
Isaac Sebring. 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS 


Of Mr. Ross, Speaker of the house of assembly, 
in reply to a resolution of thanks, presented by 
the house. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The approbation you have been pleased to 
express, of the manner in which the duties of the 
station I am about to leave have been dischar- 
zed by me, cannot but be grateful to my feelings. 
It will ever be a pleasing reflection to me, to have 
received this distinguished mark of confidence 
and respect. If I have been able to perform the 
duties assigned me with justice to the public 
and satisfaction to you, I am not imsensible 
that I have been indebted to that disposition 
which has been uniformly manifested by this 
house in the preservation of order and in the dis- 
patch of the public business. After a long and 
arduous session, we are now to separate; and 
permit me to wish you a happy return to your 
respective families, and to hope that you will 
meet them in the enjoyment of health. You will 
please to accept my most cordial thanks for the 
attention which has been shewn me, while in the 
discharge of the duties of my station, with the 
assurance that my best wishes for your individual 
health and prosperity will attend you through life. 

Gentlemen, | bid you an affectionate farewell. 


— 
Boston, April 6. 
VERY LATE FROM EUROPE. 

Yesterday we received files of London papers to the 
11th ultimo, brought by the Alert, in the extraordinary 
passage of 20 days from Liverpool. 

The most interesting article furnished by them is, that 
Mr. Pinkney had taken leave of the British Regent pre- 
paratory to his immediate return to the United States ; 
that all negociation on the subject in dispute between the 
two counties had been broken off; but that a Charge des 
Affairs would be left to transact unimportant business. In 
Parliament Mr. Percival had declared his readiness to ac- 
commodate all differences with the United States, on the 
terms expressed in the Regent’s speech; and that Mr. 
Foster would carry to America propositions thereon wihich 
he conceived ought not to be rejected. War, though ex- 
pected by some, was not generally apprehended. 

After searching our files from the 2d Feb. to the last 
date, we have not been able to find one article from 
France respecting the restoration of American property 
sequestered therein, and which had been proposed to 
have been restored on the 2d Feb nor have we heard of a 
single American vessel having sailed after that period — 
Notwithstanding this, the Moniteur of the 1st March, 
repeated the old story of the Duke of Cadore, that the 
Decrees were repealed as they respected America; tho’ 
immediaiely after, it declared those Decrees shall be the 
permanent law of France as long the British Orders in 
Council continued. Our readers must solve this paradox. 

We are assured, that letters had been received in Eng- 
land, announcing the arrival of several American vessels 
in France afier the 2d February, which had been admit- 
ted to an entry on paying the heavy duties; that one of 
these touched at Gibraltar, and had been admitted to an 
entry on giving bond to prove the American originality of 
her cargo; and that several of the licenced vessels had al- 
ready arrived with colonizi produce. We are informed 
by a passenger that Mr. Williams had stated some of the 
above facts, and added, that vessels, cireumstanced as was 
the Fox, sent into England, adjudicated and cleared, 
would be admitted into France, as American vessels are 
in England. 

Paris, March tk. 
FRENCH DECREES. 

The English journalists cannot reconcile the remark of 
Mr.Champagny to Mr. Armstrong, that the Berlin and 
Milan decrees are revoked, with the declaration of the 
same minister, in a late report, in which he says, “ Sire, 


your Majesty will persevere in your Decrees so long as } 


mmo persists in her Orders in Council ’—here is no 
difficulty in understanding this. The Decrees are repeal- 
ed with respect to a America, because America is taking 
measures to cause her flag to be respected, and because 
she refuses to submit to the British Orders of 1806 and 
1807. The other neutral powers [where are they?] who 
do not thusresist the Orders, are liable to the decrees. — 
The Berlin and Milan decrees result from the nature of 





things. They canneither be changed, modified nor SUS - 
PENDED — Every flay which a feeble and pusillanimous 
nation suffers to be insulted, and denationalized, can no 
longer, on that account, be recognized as neutra it be- 
comes English. ‘The Decrees will for ever remain the 
fundamental law of France, because they arise from the 
nature of things; and whenever England resumes her 
blockades, the Decrees of Berlin and Milan will be re- 
established in their full force. Our privateers blockade 
the Thames more effectually than the English fleets do all * 
the coast of France and Italy !—Afoniteur. 
— 
AFFAIRS ABROAD. 

As to England, we are informed by the latest arrival, 
that, while she declares thut she is disposed to be pacific 
and to treat with ug’on honorable terms, yet, that she has 
taken ground long since as {o some poin's in controversy, 
which she will not relinquish: namely, the right of 
search, according to the established law of nations ; the 
right of blockade as it at present exists: (but this we 
cannot precisely understand, as we know not to what ex: 
tent it at present docs exist, } and lastly that the orders in ; 
Council will only be withdrawn, subsequent to the with- 
drawing the Berlin and Milan Decrees of France; 
which, having been first issued, it is insisted upon shali 
be first withdrawn. Such we are informed is the ground 
on which Great Britain means to rest. 

As to France we learn by the same arrival, that we 
have less than everto expect from her. Her decrees, she 
telis us, in her official paper, the Moniteur, are repealed 
as tous, decarse we are taking measures to compel the 
English to respect our flag, and because, we refuse to sub- 
mit to the Orders in Council. If it stopped here we 
could understand it, and should have supposed that she 
was satisfied with our enforcing the last partial non- 
intercourse Act ; but, that she is not, and means we shall 
go further, or forfeit all our claims to favour, is too 
clear from what follows, for the most stupid not to pew» 
ceive it. Her decrees, she says, ‘“ can neither be chan- 
ged, modified nor suspended,” and though she willre- 
peal them in favour of the neutral flag, which resists her 
enemy, yet “ every flag, which a feeble and pusillani- 
mous nation (one without honour and without sense, as 
she lately called us) suffers to be insulted and denation- 
alized, (by submitting to he right of search onthe high 
seas, as established by public law) can ro longer, be res 
cognized as neutral; it becomes English,” and conse- 
quently will be attacked by her in open war, Now, ac- 
cording to this, should the orders in Council be repealed 
to-morrow, and were the right of blockade given up, it 
would not obtain for us a repeal of the French decrees, 
unless the English would also refrain from visiting ovr 
vessels to look for contraband articles. If we do not re- 
sist this right, w@ are henceforth to be considered as 
English, and treated accordingly. After this, surely no 
man can/entertain a doubt that the French are determin. 
ed, to accept from us, nothing short of actual, open, war 
with their enemy. This being the case, but a single 
question remains to be determined, Mave we resigned to® 
France all our pretensions to be a FREE AND INDEPEND- 
ENT NATION /--WV. Y. E. Post. 

ee 
from @ Correspondent. 
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Mr. EpiTor, 

Since my last note was written, I have had 
two additional opportunities of witnessing the 
theatrical performances of Mr. Payne. The 
part of Lord Hastings in the Tragedy of Jane 
Shore, and Young Norval in Douglas. In the fe 
first, there are but few incidents calculated to 
call forth the powers of Mr. Payne; but in such 
a character as Young Norval he is calculated te 
shine. His youthful appearance, his size and 
figure, give him advantages in that part over 
any performer of maturer age. Young, however, 
as he is, his judgment has attained its manhood, 
No veteran of the stage can better conceive the 
meaning ofhisauthor. His action is uniformly 
| judicious, natural and graceful—the scape of his 
voice extensive—and his countenance interest~g 
ing, expressive, and remarkably flexible-———I 
speak in general terms, because I have not time ¢ 
nor would you be willing to afford me room to 
analyze: But I hope that such as discredit my 
assertions respecting Mr. Payne, will at least 








take an opportunity to satisfy themselves, before 
his engagement closes.. 
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_ First Youth’s warm looks with high blood glow ; 


“a certain preventive ofthe smut. 


Che Balance. 
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Wreath. 


e FOR 


MY FRIEND ASLEEP. 


Gentlest breeze that moves the willow, 
Or that roughs the glassy stream, 

Do not yet approach the pillow, 
To disturb my friend’s soft dream 


THE BALANCE. 


Sweetest sound that wakes emotion, 
Gently in the gen’rous breast, 

Heave your breathing to the ocean, 
Nor disturb his peaceful rest. 


Soft sounds of lute inviting, 
That enchain’d th’ at:cntion keep, 
Hush your strains, your notes inviting, 
Nor awake his silent sleep. 


Lightest wings, that now are floating 
In the evening’s purest breeze, 

Cease, to flight this time devoting, 
While my friend is at his ease. 


See him softly lic extended 
On affection’s kindest bed ; 
Guardian syiphs have light descended, 
To entwine with wreaths his head. 
JUVENUS., 
_— 
[From the Virginia Patriot.) 


AN ESTIMATE OF LIFE. 


——OMNES INSANIRE. 
Tor. 


1 Manhood shews his calmer eye ; 
Last, Age displays his locks of snow, 
Whien virile strength and vigour die. 


In youth, the heart to love expands, 
In manhood, feels ambition’s fires, 
In age, at mammon’s cold commands, 
Its pulse, in love of gold, expires. 


What ardent youth with heat desired, 
Is :nean in sober manhood’s eyes ; 

Wht sober manhood’s wishes fired, 
‘he colder thoughts of age despise. 


Rash youth despises manhood’s care, 

On youth’s wild raptares manhood frowns, 
Ana feeble age, with cynic sneer, 

The scope of youth and manhood scorns. 


Youth, soon, in sober manhood ends, 
Soon manhood wears an aged face ; 
Age, o’er the grave, a moment bends, 
‘Then sinks into its cold embrace. 
BEZA. 
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EXTRACT. 
APRIL. 


Summer wheat and rye is apt to be affected 
with the smut, to blast and to be affected with 
mildew. Soakin:; the seed in brine is said to be 
This was acci- 
dentally discovered near Bristol, England, where 
a ship load of wheat was sunk in the sea, but be- 
ing saved, it was all bought and sowed by the 
farmers. The produce of this wheat was all frec 
from smut; although there was not another acre 


The right way of proceeding is, to boil com- 
mon salt in water till no more will dissolve ; 
when the brine is cool, put n seed wheat moder- 
ately, then stirring it up well, skim off every thing 
that will float. Let it remain covered with the 
brine from five to nine days. When taken out of 
the brine, six or eight quarts of plaster of Paris, 
ground, should be added to each bushel of seed, 
and well mixed, which will increase the crop, 
and prevent the grains sticking together. It 
should be sowed immediately. If the seed is 
smutty, this process will cure it. 

It is time to prepare your land for Hemp if you 
intend to sow any. ‘The soil must be mellow, 
rich and well pulverized; and a low situation 


ture. Every man knows the best land for I’lax ; 
and such is most suitable for Hemp. 


' 
' 








Diversity. 


{ The following selected Anecdote is communicated for 
the Balance, fer the purpose of shewing the power of de- 
ception, when it presents to the imagination a natural as- 
sociation of ideas, connected witha probable chain of cir- 
cumstances. } 


A stranger, well mounted, and attended by a 
servant in a rich livery, one morning in the month 
of July, entered a market-town in Somersetshire, 
where the assizes were then held; and having 
put up at one of the principal inns, inquired of the 
landlord as to the curiosities and amusements of 
the place. Boniface, who was extremely well 
qualified to answer these inquiries, assured him, 
with a low bow, that there was no want of enter- 
tainment, as the players were in the town, and 
moreover that it was size time ; accompanying 
his remarks with a recommendatiqn, that the 
gentleman should by all means go to hear the tri- 
als that morning as a highway-man_ was to be 
brought up. The stranger made some objections 
to this invitation, upon the ground of his being 
unknown, and the little chance he stood of meet- 
ing with proper accommodation. This difficulty 
was, however, removed, by the loquacious land- 
lord assuring him, that a gentleman of his ap- 
pearance would be readily admitted. 
make it more certain, he attended him to the 
court house, and represented him in such a way to 
his friends, the judge’s clerks, that he obtained 
aseat ata little distance from the judge, just as 
the poor highway-man was about to make his de- 
fence. The appearance of the stranger, who was 
of elegant person and polished manners, arrested, 
for a moment, the attention of the court, ull the 
prisoner was asked, if he had any thing to say,— 
The poor culprit assured the judge, that he was 
not guilty of the robbery, and that, if he knew 
where to find them, there were people whe could 
prove a clear alibi, At this moment the poor 
wretch happened to catch sight of the stranger, 
when he exclaimed, with a degree of frantic joys 
“can it be possible !” and fell backward on the 
floor. He was, however, with some difficulty, 
recovered. When the judge humanely inquired } 
into the cause of his extravagant behaviour, the 
poor wretch answered; with tears in his eyes, 
“Oh, my lord, how providential! that gentle- 
man, on your left hand, can prove my a@/tdi.’— 
“How :” replied the judge ; “ is this true? or is 
it merely a vain pretext to procrastinate the just 


— 








in England which was not smutty. 


sentence of the Jaw? Pray, sir, Tet me ask you 





(continued his lordship, addressing himself to the 
stranger) do you know any thing of this man?” 
Upon this the traveller surveyed the criminal with 
the most scrupulous attention; and then said «J 
am sorry to assure your lordship, that I do not 
know the prisoner.”—‘T thought as much,” re. 
plied the judge ; ‘itis mere trifling with justice.” 
The prisoner, however, still insisted, that the 
stranger knew him ; and the stranger again posi- 
tively denied the assertion ; till the judge, displea. 
sed at his presumption, was about to receive the 
verdict of the jury. The culprit nowgjson his 
|| knees, entreated permission to say one word.— 
|“ Indeed, my lord,” cried he, “the gentleman 
1 dees know me, though he may have forgotten my 








should be chosen, as Hemp requires much mois- | Person. 


Indeed to |! prisoner, the stranger, and his Jivery-servant, 


Only give me leave to ask him three 
questions, andit will save my life.” The judge 


‘humanely consented, and the curiosity of the 


whole court was excited. “ Pray, sir,” cried the 
prisoner, addressing himself to the stranger, “did 
you not land at Dover about a twelve month 
since :” “I believe I might”—replied the gentle- 
man. And pray, sir, do you not recollect that 
aman ina sailor jacket, curried your trunk from 
the beach to the tavern ‘”’ “I can’t say that I re- 
member it,” returned the stranger, “ but it might 
possibly be so.” At these words the prisoner not 
disheartened at the difficulties he had met with, 
pulled off his wig and again interrogated the stran- 
ger: ** Doyou not, sir, remember, that the man 
who carried your trunk on that day, showed youa 
scar he had got on his head in fighting for his 
king und country; and that he related the parti- 
culars of the action in which he was wounded? 
This is the same scar, look at it.” Good God!” 


‘exclaimed the stranger; I do, indeed, perfectly 


remember the circumstance, and have every rea- 
son to believe this to be the man, though I had 
entirely forgotten his face: ‘ but, my lord,” ad- 
ded the stranger, “I can put it to. certainty, for I 
have a memorandum of the day I arrived at Do- 
ver from Calais.”"—The date was compared with 
the day laid in the indictment, and found to be the 
same. ‘The whole court felt the impression, and 
joy was visible in every face ; when, afier swears 
ing and examining the gentleman as to his name 
and place of abode, the foreman of the jury pro- 
nounced, not guilty. 

A few evenings only had elapsed, when the 


were taken upon the road in their original capaci- * 
lies of experienced highway-men. 
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